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and should become independent. They have been too isolated
from economic and social realities as well as too little stimulated
to learn and think.
EMOTIONAL AND INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT
As will have been noted, it is difficult to separate social and
intellectual growth, the development (or lack of development)
of character and of learning and thinking, These aspects of
children's growth and of their education interact at every point.
Being deprived of the chance to develop bodily and manipulative
skill, and of the active means of learning and co-operating,
handicaps alike the child's bodily health, emotional balance and
the growth of intelligence.
Active methods of making and doing and learning are of great
value in the child's character development. They help him to
learn to control those natural impulses of greed and aggression
and rage to which we have already referred, and to overcome the
anxieties which these destructive impulses of his own arouse in
him.
E.g. in considering delinquency, it is important to realize
that it is not the mere lack of private possessions (although this
may itself be a serious deprivation) which causes a child to steal,
but often the longing for love and lack of the means of loving and
creating.
The young child often shows us that he feels not only anxious
about being helpless and about his own greed and aggression,
but also feels doubtful about his ever becoming controlled and
skilful, able to do and to create in the world as he desires. He has
so little hope and confidence in his own future that he sometimes
feels that the only way to get the good things which the grown-ups
have (not merely possessions but abilities, being able to learn and
understand, to create useful things, to have children of their own)
is to steal them. Much of the actual thieving of children is an
expression of these feelings. They may steal money, food, etc.,
but in the child's imagination these things stand not only for
things to eat and money to spend, but also for the means of being
powerful in well doing, in creating and giving. E.g. one boy in
the top class of an infant school was discovered to have stolen
money quite often; on one occasion it was a ten shilling note
from his teacher's pocket* He readily confessed that he had taken
it and had given it to a poor man in the street who, he said,